
Dealing with Doubt

John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of
them, he sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who was
to come, or should we expect someone else?” When the men
came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask,
‘Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone
else?’ “At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases,
sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were
blind. So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to
John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the
lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.
Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.”

                                     LUKE 7:18-23 (NIV)

• John the Baptist even has _____________ about
Jesus.   vv. 18-20

“People who blithely go through life too busy or
indifferent to ask hard questions about why they
believe as they do will find themselves defenseless
against either the experience of tragedy or the
probing questions of a smart skeptic. A person’s faith
can collapse almost overnight if she has failed over
the years to listen patiently to her own doubts, which
should only be discarded after long reflection.”
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The God Who Seeks and Saves

Dealing with Doubt

Luke 7:18-35

God’s flexibility on such issues. No matter which
lifestyle God’s messengers choose, many will complain.
Nevertheless, Jesus assures the crowd that wisdom is
proved right (“justified” in Greek) by all her children.
He means that God’s wisdom is revealed in those who
respond to his ways on his terms.”

                       DARREL BLOCK

How to Become a Christian

Many people believe they are Christians because they were
born in a Christian culture, go to church regularly, try to do
their best, or live a good life. However, the Bible teaches
that these things cannot make you a Christian. You become
a Christian by simply taking these two steps:

• Acknowledge that you (along with all people) have
sinned and fallen short of God’s standards.    ROMANS 3:23

• Personally believe that Jesus Christ, who was God in human
flesh, died for your sins on the cross and rose again.

                                I CORINTHIANS 15:3, 4

You may express your belief through prayer, asking Jesus to
come into your life, and receiving Him as God’s gift to you.
                                   JOHN 1:12, ROMANS 6:23, REVELATION 3:20

“For it is by grace you have been saved through faith
...it is the gift of God; not by works, so that no one
can boast.”                                     EPHESIANS 2:8, 9



• Jesus _________________ and communicates that he
is Messiah.  vv. 21-22

The spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me
to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the
captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to
proclaim the year of the Lords’s favor.                     ISAIAH 61:1-2A

• Jesus challenges faith in his _________ life and
ministry.  v. 23

“Jesus is saying to John and others that blessing comes
to the one who is not offended by the uniqueness of
Jesus’ way of ministry. The fact that Jesus’ style of
messianic ministry is unexpected should not trip
people up. Though stated negatively, the verse is a call
to trust Jesus and recognize that he knows the way he
is going...”
                                                            DARREL BLOCK

• Where are you questioning God? What is it that you
doubt about God/Jesus?

Doubt Doesn’t Disqualify

After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd
about John: “What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed
swayed by the wind? If not, what did you go out to see? A man
dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear expensive clothes
and indulge in luxury are in palaces. But what did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is
the one about whom it is written: ‘I will send my messenger
ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ I tell you,
among those born of women there is no one greater than John;
yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than
he.”                                                                                       LUKE 7:24-28 (NIV)

• Jesus questions other’s _______________ .   VV. 24-26

• Jesus honors John.   VV. 27-28

• What are you looking for? Where are you looking?

The Dark Side of Doubt

(All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus’
words, acknowledged that God’s way was right, because they had
been baptized by John. But the Pharisees and experts in the law
rejected God’s purpose for themselves, because they had not been
baptized by John.) “To what, then, can I compare the people of
this generation? What are they like? They are like children
sitting in the marketplace and calling out to each other: “ ‘We
played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge,
and you did not cry.’ For John the Baptist came neither eating
bread nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ The
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Here is a
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and “sinners.”’
But wisdom is proved right by all her children.”
                                                                                               LUKE 7:29-35 (NIV)

• The crowd ____________ games?  VV. 29-31

• _____________________ leads to rejection.  VV. 33-34

• How will you respond?

“Perhaps if Jesus were ministering today as he did in
the first century, some of us too would complain that
he was getting too close to sin. Legalism often takes
neutral issues of style and tries to turn them into
substance. The varying styles of Jesus and John show


