
NATIONS HAVE I MADE YOU”) in the presence of Him
whom he believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and calls
into being that which does not exist. ROMANS 4:16-17

III. A RIGHT STANDING WITH GOD COMES THROUGH
RESURRECTION POWER, NOT HUMAN EFFORTS

ROMANS 4:18-25

A. Abraham put no confidence in his human effort.
ROMANS 4:18-19

In hope against hope he believed, so that he might become a
father of many nations according to that which had been spoken,
“SO SHALL YOUR DESCENDANTS BE.” Without becoming
weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as
dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of
Sarah's womb; ROMANS 4:18-19

B. Abraham put full confidence in the power of God.

...yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in
unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, and being
fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to
perform. Therefore IT WAS ALSO CREDITED TO HIM AS
RIGHTEOUSNESS. ROMANS 4:20-22

C. Abraham’s example is an invitation to us to trust in the
resurrection power of Christ.

Now not for his sake only was it written that it was credited to
him, but for our sake also, to whom it will be credited, as those
who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, He
who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was
raised because of our justification. ROMANS 4:23-25
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SERIES ON THE BOOK OF ROMANS

“THE ROMAN’S ROAD TO

VICTORY IN CHRIST”

THEME:  THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD
Romans reveals how God can be just and still a justifier of sinners.

KEY VERSES: For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power
of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also
to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith
to faith; as it is written, “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE
BY FAITH.” ROMANS 1:16-17

SALVATION: RIGHTEOUSNESS PROVIDED
ROMANS 3:21-5:21
Part 1: Salvation by Faith Explained ~ Romans 3:21-31
Part 2: Salvation by Faith Expressed ~ Romans 4:1-25
Part 3: Salvation by Faith Experienced ~ Romans 5:1-21



Message #6

Salvation by Faith Expressed
ROMANS 4:1-25

MAIN IDEA: SALVATION BY FAITH IS EXPRESSED
THROUGH THE EXAMPLE OF ABRAHAM

KEY WORD: “RIGHTEOUSNESS” REFERS TO THE STATE OF
BEING RIGHT AND GUILTLESS BEFORE GOD

QUESTION: HOW CAN A SINNER GAIN A RIGHT
STANDING BEFORE GOD?

I. A RIGHT STANDING BEFORE GOD COMES THROUGH
FAITH, NOT WORKS ROMANS 4:1-8

A. Salvation by faith is given apart from good works.

What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather
according to the flesh, has found? For if Abraham was
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not
before God. For what does the Scripture say? “ABRAHAM
BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS
RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Now to the one who works, his wage is
not credited as a favor, but as what is due. But to the one
who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the
ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness, ROMANS 4:1-5

B. Salvation by faith is given in spite of bad works.

...just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to
whom God credits righteousness apart from works:
“BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE
BEEN FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN
COVERED. BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE
LORD WILL NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT.” ROMANS 4:6-8

II. A RIGHT STANDING BEFORE GOD COMES THROUGH
GRACE, NOT RITUAL AND RELIGIOUS RULES ROM. 4:9-17

A. Abraham was first, a model of salvation by grace to the
Gentiles.

Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the
uncircumcised also? For we say, “FAITH WAS
CREDITED TO ABRAHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.” How
then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or
uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while
uncircumcised. and he received the sign of circumcision, a
seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while
uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who
believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might
be credited to them, ROMANS 4:9-11

B. Abraham was second, a model of salvation by grace to the
Jews.

...and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of
the circumcision, but who also follow in the steps of the faith
of our father Abraham which he had while uncircumcised.
For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he
would be heir of the world was not through the Law, but
through the righteousness of faith. For if those who are of the
Law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise is nullified;
for the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no law,
there also is no violation. ROMANS 4:12-15

C. Abraham is finally a model of salvation by grace to all the
world.

For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in
accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed
to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law,
but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the
father of us all, (as it is written, “A FATHER OF MANY 


